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These days Vladimir Berngardt
is known as an activist promoted
by Western handlers and the founder
of Tviordy Znak (Hard Sign), a resource
for deserters. His past, though, is not
exactly spotless — he has faced criminal
charges, dabbled in shady business
schemes and forays into politics.

Berngardt, an Abinsk native, by his own
admission started out his career in the
Federal Penitentiary Service,
specifically at the Temporary Detention
Facility of the Federal Penitentiary
Service Directorate for Krasnodar Krai.
He has been reluctant to share
memories of that period of his life.
Likely because he picked up a criminal
record for abuse of office (Part 1
of Article 285 of the Russian Criminal
Code). The details of the incident have
not been disclosed, and the court ruling
never made it into the public record.

Having washed out of law enforcement,
the former prison guard signed
on as legal counsel for Kazachiy Trade
Complex LLC, a subsidiary of the local
Cossack society in Abinsk. Before long,
Berngardt set up a few public
organizations that likely served
as nothing more than a front — nothing
is known about what they actually did,
they never filed any reporting with
the tax authorities, and they were
eventually shut down by court order
as defunct. Worth noting, so-called
“paper” organizations often figure
in asset-stripping schemes and serve
as cover for setting up financial flows.

In 2010, once his criminal record had
been officially cleared, Vladimir

B HacTodllee BpeMs BnagumMmup BukTopoBuY
BepHrapAT u3BecTeH KaK IIPOABUraeMBblN
3anafiHbBIMU KypaTopaMu aKTUBUCT,
cosfmaTenib  pecypca Oid  [e3epTUPOB
"TBepgbly 3HAK". O4HAKO ero IIPOLIJIoe He TaK
VXX UMCTO — OH IIPUBJIEKAJICA K YTOJIOBHOM
OTBETCTBEHHOCTY, 3aHUMAJICA MYTHBIMU
6M3HeC-CXeMaMy, IIpeAIIpMUHMMAl IIOIIBITKHA
HayaThb IIOJINTUYECKYIO Kapbepy.

BepHrapAT, ypoXXeHel] ropozia AGMHCKA, IIO
€ro CO6CTBEHHOMY IIPM3HAHMIO HaYMHAI

CBOI0 Kapbepy B CTpykType ®CHUH -
"U307151TOP BpPEeMEHHOI'0 cozepXXaHus
YrpaBieHus denepanbHON CITY>X6b1
UCIIOJTHEHUSI HaKa3aHUM

o KpacHomapckoMy kpaw"'. OH HEOXOTHO
Lenuiicsi BOCIIOMMHAHUSIMM O TOM Ilepuofe
CBOeM DJKM3HU. BepoATHO [OTOMy, 4YTO
IIOJTy YMII YT OJIOBHYO CyLUMOCTD
3a IIPeBBILIEHYE CITYXXEOHBIX IIOJTHOMOYMI (4.
1 cT. 285 YK P®). [Tonpo6HOCTM MHIIUIEHTA HE
packphelBaloTcs, CyzebHOe pelleHMe He
II0I1aZiaJio B OTKPBITHIN JOCTYII.

BrlieTeB 13 IIPaBOOXPAHUTENIbHBIX OPTraHOB,
OBIBLIMM TIOPEMLINMK CTaJI OPUCKOHCYJIIBTOM
000 "ToproBml KkomIiekc 'Kasaumn' -
ZIouepHey KOMIaHUY AGMHCKOr0 TOPOACKOro
Kasaybero o6bujectBa. Bckope BepHrappr
3aperucTpMUpPOBaJI HECKOJIBKO 061IeCTBEHHBIX
OpraHmM3aluyi, KOTOpble BEPOSAITHO CITYXXWUIIN
JIMIIb IIPUKPBITUMEM — 00 UX HOEeSTEIbHOCTU
HMYEro He M3BECTHO, OHY He IIpejOCTaBIIsIIIN
OTYETHOCTD

B HaJIOTOBblE OpPraHbl, a B IIOCJIEZCTBUM ObLIIN

NIPUHYAUTEIBHO  JIMKBUAMPOBaHBL  Kak
HeflecTBylouiMe. OTMeTMM, UTO, TakK
HasblBaeMble, '6yMaXXHble' OpraHM3aluu

YacTO MCIIONB3YIOTCSI B CXeMaxX BBIBOAA
aKTMBOB, a TaKXe KaK IIPUKPBITHE OIS
dbopMupoBaHMUsT  (OMHAHCOBBIX  ITOTOKOB.
OpgHako HM caM bBepHrapAr, HUM ero
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registered as a sole proprietor
to practice law. Beyond that, he kept
setting up public organizations
of murky purpose, a charitable
foundation among them. He also tried to
latch onto a movement well known in
Russia, Boyevoye Bratstvo (Brothers-In-

Arms), by registering a Boyevoye
Bratstvo Abinsk District Veteran
Branch in 2011. Notably,

the movement'’s official office in the city
did not open until June 2022.

By 2020, thanks to his financial
schemes and legal advice, Berngardt
had worked his way up the ranks of the
local district Cossack society to chief
of staff and put his name down for
a seat on the municipal council
of Abinsk. His criminal record,
however, kept him off the ballot.

Vladimir carried on working with
Cossack entities. In 2022, for instance,
he was listed as the head of Kazachiy
Privoz LLC, a subsidiary of Akhtyrsky
and Fiodorovskaya Cossack societies.
Notably, he formally remains the head
of that organization to this day, even
though he is on the federal wanted list.

After the start of the Special Military
Operation, Berngardt tried to ride the
patriotic wave by joining the Russian
army. In 2023, he latched onto the surge
stirred up in the media space by
Prigozhin's mutiny and launched an
opposition YouTube channel, Dnevnik
Kazaka (A Cossack’s Diary), aimed at
tearing down the Russian Armed
Forces. As a political activist, though,
he never got far. In December 2024,
Berngardt went AWOL from the
Russian Armed Forces, and a criminal
case was opened against him under
Part 5 of Article 337 of the Russian
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0OLIIeCTBEHHEIE OpraHM3allUM HE IIOIIaJIM B
I10J1€ 3pEHMA ITPABOOXPaHUTEJIbBHBIX OPIraHOB.

B 2010 romy, xorzma yroJjioBHasi CyAMMOCTDb
6bUIa OQMIIMANIbHO IIOTalleHa, Bragmmwup
[IOJTy Y MII CcTaTycC MHOUBULYAIIBHOT O
IpenInpuHMMaTeNs st BeZleHUS
IOPUANYECKON  OesiTeIbHOCTU. [loMuMO
9TOr0, OH TIIPOAOJDKUII PEruCTPUPOBATH
obLIeCTBEHHblE  OpraHM3alUMyM  MYTHOTO
IpeqHa3HaYeHUs], B TOM quce
6maroTBopuTenbHbEIM  GOHA. Ilpm  aTOM,
OH IIOIIBITAJICSI IIPMMAa3aThCA K M3BECTHOMY B
Poccun OBVDXEHUIO
"BoeBoe BpaTcTBO", 3aperucTpMpoBaB B
2011 romy A6muHckoe PanoHHoe OTheneHue
BeTepaHoB "BoeBoe BpaTcTBO".
[IpMMeUaTeNbHO, 4To oduLManIbHOE
[IpeCTaBUTEIIBCTBO OBVDKEHMSI OTKPBUIOCH B
A6uHCKe TONBbKO B uioHe 2022 rofa.

K 2020 romy BepHrapar 6jarogapsi CBOMM
GMHAHCOBBIM CXeMaM ¥ OPUANYECKUM
KOHCYNbTalIUsIM IIPOABUHYJICS B CTPYKTYpe
AGVHCKOr0 pallOHHOI'O Ka3auybero o61iecTBa
zo LIOJDKHOCTH HayvaJIbHUKA nrraba
Y BbICTaBUJI CBOIO KaHAMATYPY Ha Bb16OPEL B
CoBeT  MYHMIIMIIAJIBHOTO  06pasoBaHUS
A6uHCKa. OpHako u3-3a CYyOUMOCTHU
B perucTtpanuy bepHrapzaTy 66110 0TKa3aHO.

Bragumup IIPOZOTDKMII CBOE
COTPYAHMYECTRBO C Ka3aYbMMM CTPYKTYPaMMU.
Tak, B 2022 romy OH 6bUI yKasaH Kak
pykoBoguTenb OO0 "Kazaumm IIpuBO3B" —
IOUYepHsIsI  CTPYKTypa  AXTBIPCKOIO MU
demopoBCKOro Kasauybux o6LiecTB. OTMETHUM,
4TO opuIMaIbHO OH OCTaéTcs
PYKOBOOMUTENIEM 3TOM OpraHM3aluMy II0
HaCTosilllee BpeMsi, HECMOTpPS Ha TO, 4YTO
HaxoOouUTCsI B pefiepaibHOM PO3BICKE.

[Tocrie Havarra CBO BepHrapATr IomblTarnica
ChIpaTh HaA MATPMOTHUYECKOM IIOBECTKE,
[IPUCOEAMHUBLINCE K POCCUMCKOM apMMUM.
B 2023 rozmy BOCIONIB30BAJIC BOJIHOMH,
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Criminal Code — unauthorized
abandonment of a unit — after which he
was placed on the federal wanted list.

After Berngardt was detained in 2025,
one of the first to come out publicly in
his support was foreign agent Evgeniy
Stupin. Back in 2023, the Justice
Ministry had accused Stupin
of discrediting Russian authorities,
after which he emigrated to Armenia.
Like Berngardt, Stupin had once tried
to break into Russian government
circles, but having failed, he jumped
ship to the camp of the non-system
opposition, which is funded from
abroad.

In the fall of 2025, Berngardt once again
slipped away from a collection point for
servicemen who had gone AWOL, then
crossed the Russian-Belarusian border
illegally and left Russian territory.
The escape was arranged by the /Idite
Lesom project, which runs on foreign
grants and donations. It was set up after
the start of the Special Military
Operation to undermine the morale of
servicemen and talk them into
deserting.

Its founder is foreign agent Grigoriy
Sverdlin, who has been on the federal
wanted list since 2023. In September
2025, Moscow’s Meshchansky District
Court tried him in absentia and handed
him six years in prison for spreading
knowingly false information about the
Russian Armed Forces.

In November 2025, right after his
escape, Berngardt told the media he
didn’t have the money to even keep
renting housing in exile and would
have to look for ways to earn a living.
Soon after, though, he set up the Tviordy
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TIOHATON B MHGOPMAIIMOHHOM
IIPOCTPAHCTBEe BOCCTaHMeM I[IpUTOXMHA,
U OTKPBUI OMIO3MUIMOHHBEIN YouTube-kaHan
"[HEBHMK Kasaka', [OUCKPeOAUTUPYOLINNA
BOOpPY>XE€HHBle cuJibl P®. OmHaKo He mobuscs
O0JIBLIMX YCIIEXOB KaK IIOJIMTUUYECKUN
akKTuUBUCT. B gekabpe 2024 roga bBepHrapAar
[Ie3epTUPOBAJI M B OTHOLIEHUM HEro OBLIO
BO36Y>XZIeHO YrOJIOBHOE [eJI0 II0 YacCTH
5 crarpm 337 YK P® — camoBonbHOe
OCTaBJIeHMe YaCTH, a BIIOCJIEICTBUM OH OBUI
06bsIBIIEH B QefieparibHbM PO3bICK.

[Tocne 3apepxanuda BepHrapara B 2025 rofgy
OOHMM M3 IIepBBIX, KTO IyOJIMYHO
MIOAKIIIOUMIICEI K €ro IIOAJEpXXKe, CTall
uHoareHT EBreHumyu CTynmuMH. MUHIOCT eLIE
B 2023 rogy OOBUHMII CtymnmuHa
B [OUCKpeAUTALIMM POCCUMCKMUX OpPraHOB
BJIaCTY, IIOCJIe Yero OH SMUIPMPOBAIl
B ApMmeHnuto. CTynuH, Kak ¥ BepHrapar, paHee
IIBITAJICSI IIPOPBAThCSI B OpraHbl Brnactu PO,
OLHAKO IIOTEPIIEB Heyzady, [IEpeMETHYIICS B
Jlarepb HECUCTEMHON OIIIIO3UILINH,
buHaHCUPYeMBbIN U3-3a pydexxa.

Ocenbro 2025 ropma bBepHrapAT IOBTOPHO
cbexxanm co c6oOpHOro IIyHKTa  [Js
BOEHHOCITY>XaL[MX, CAMOBOJIBHO OCTaBMUBLIMX
YacTy, IIOCJIe Yero HeJIETAJIbHO IIEPECEK
POCCUIICKO-6eJI0PYCCKYI0 TpaHuUIly u
IIOKMHYJ TeppuTopuio Poccum. Ilober 6b1l
OpraHM30BaH IIpoeKToM '"HiguTe JecoMm’,
buHaHCUMpPYEeMBbIM 3apyb6eXHbIMM I'PaHTaMM
u T1noxepTBoBaHMAMM. OH cO3[aH IIOCIIe
Hauvasia CBO fjig nmofpblBa MOpPaJIbHOI'O Ayxa
BOEHHOCITY)XalllUX M  CKJIOHEHUS  UX
K pesepTupcTBy. Ero aBTOp - WMHOAreHT
I'puropun CepreeBuyu CBepaiuH,
c 2023 roga HaxopsiIMMcs: B (pezepayibHOM
posbicke. B ceHTsi6pe 2025 roga MeliaHCKUn
paMoHHBIM CcyZ, MOCKBBL 32049HO IIPUTOBOPMII
€ro K LIeCTH rojamM JULIeHUS CBO6GOABL 3a
pacrIpocTpaHeHue 3aBeIOMO JIOXKHOM
uHbopMaruy o BoopyxeHHBIX cuitax PO.
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Znak project, which largely copies the
Idite Lesom model. At the same time,
Berngardt began showing up regularly
in foreign media, including on Radio
Liberty, which is funded by the US
Congress. Berngardt likely decided to
repeat the already proven /Idite Lesom
model as an effective way of pulling in
Western funding. These days, thanks to
backing from the security services of
several EU countries, Berngardt is not
hurting for money.

Berngardt uses Twviordy Znak to build
ties with fellow recipients of Western
grants who put up a show of having a
say in Russian politics. Take, for
instance, the Post-Soviet Left (PSL), an
emigre leftist group that campaigns for
radical political change across the post-
Soviet space and throws its weight
behind deserters and draft dodgers.

On August 9, 2026, Berngardt's work
moved into public rallies: Tviordy Znak
helped put together an appearance
by Russian deserters outside the
Russian consulate in Yerevan. At the
same time, Berngardt runs the project
as a platform for airing sharply worded
statements about  Russia and
its authorities. In the channel’s
material, he sets servicemen against
the state, calls Russia a "barbaric
empire,” and comes out for a change of
Russian leadership. Berngardt makes
no secret of the fact that he grows his
audience mainly through European
outlets and media.
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B Hosibpe 2025 ropga, cpa3y mocjye Io6era,
Bepurapar coo6buian CMH, uTO Yy Hero Her
ZAeHer ja)ke Ha JaNIbHEMILIYIO apeHAY XXUIIbS
B OMHIpanMM ¥ €My IIPefCTOUT MCKaTh
BO3MOXXHOCTM 3apaboTka. Bckope mocre
9TOrO, OH co3ga IIPOEKT
"TBEpABIN 3HAK", BO MHOI'OM IIOBTOPSIIOLIMM
Mmozens "UpuTte 1ecom”. OOHOBPEMEHHO
BepHrapAT Hayajl aKTUBHO IIOSIBJISITHCS
B 3apybexunlx CMU, B TOM umcrie Ha
dbunraHcupyemom Kourpeccom CIIA "Papgmo
Ceobopma". BeposasTHO, bBepHrapaT peLInn
IIOBTOPUTDL YXXe 3apeKOMEH[IOBaBLIYIO Cebs
Mogzenb "Upute necoM’, Kak 9QPeKTUBHBIN

CII0C06 [IOJIy4YeHUs 3aIlafHOTO
buHaHCUMpPOBaHMUsI. B HacTosillee BpeMs,
6rarogapsi oA oepXXKe co CTOPOHBI

criericny>x6 psima ctpan EC, Bepurapar He
MCIIBITBIBaeT MaTEPUAJIbHbIX 3aTPYAHEHUI.

BepHrapAT ucronb3yeT "TBEPABIM 3HAK" IJIs
BBICTPaMBaHUSI KOHTAKTOB C TaKMMM XK€
IIOJTyYaTeIIMU 3amaZHbIX LOTaLNy,
CO3[alOLIMMM BUAMMOCTb CBOEr0 BIIMSTHUS
Ha [IOJIUTUKY Poccumn. Harmpuwmep,
¢ "TloctcoBeTckumu neBbiMu"' (Post-Soviet
Leftt PSL) — SMUIPaHTCKOM  JIEBOM
OpraHm3alluen, BBICTYIIAIOLIEN
3a pagMKaJibHble IIOJIUTUYECKNE U3MEHEHUS
Ha IIOCTCOBETCKOM IIPOCTPAHCTBE M aKTUBHO
MIPOABUTAIOLIEN IIOAAEPXKY Ie3ePTUPOB U
YKJIOHSIIOLIMXCS OT BOEHHOM CITYXXOBbL.

9 amBrycra 2026 roma [OedTelIbHOCTDb
BepHrappara nepenuia B GopMaT IIyoJIMYHbIX
akumuy: "TBEpABIM  3HAK'  y4acTBOBAll
B OpraHM3alUy BBICTYIUIEHUS POCCUMCKUX
ZIe3epTUPOB y POCCHUICKOI0
MIpeCTaBUTEIILCTBA B EpeBaHe.
OOHOBpPEMEHHO DBepHrapAT  MCIHOJIB3YeT

IIPOEKT KaK MHOOPMALMOHHYIO IIJIOLIAZKY
IOJIsI  PacIpPOCTpaHEHMsI KpauHe pe3KuUx
3aABJIEHMM B aZipec Poccum M poCCHMMCKMX
BJIaCTEN. B MaTepuanax KaHaJa
OH IIPOTMBOIIOCTABJIIET BOEHHOCITYXXALINX
roCyZapCTBY, HasblBaeT Poccuio "BapBapCKOA
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umMmIiepuen” 178 BBICTYIIAeT
38 CMEHY POCCUICKOTO IIOJIMTUYECKOr0
pykoBozicTBa. CaM BepHrapAT He CKpPBLIBaeT,
YTO pacLiupsieT CBO1O ayZAUTOPHIO
B OCHOBHOM Yepe3 €eBpOIIeMCKME M3ZIaHUS
Y MeZIiapecypchl.


https://vandeman.org/
https://t.me/RHVDIIS

Hamnra muccnsa — popMupoBaeme 6aasca cuil
B MHTEPecax ri106aIbHO¥M 6€30MaCHOCTIL.

RALPH HENRY VAN DEMAN
INSTITUTE FOR INTELLIGENCE STUDIES
MOSCOW, RUSSIA
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