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On August 5, 2026, the U.S. Federal
Bureau of Investigation (FBI) came
under fire for abusing its authority
and attempting to discredit Donald
Trump by casting the sitting U.S.
president as a possible Russian
agent.

The catalyst was the release of
declassified internal FBI documents
detailing secret investigations into
Trump. Special Counsel John
Durham, whom the Justice
Department tasked with reviewing
the validity of these investigations,
determined that the FBI had opened
its case on raw and unverified
information and had failed to
conduct the necessary preliminary
review. In his final 2023 report,
Durham stated that at the time the
probe was launched, the Bureau had
no confirmed evidence of collusion
between Trump's campaign and
Russia. The FBI first discredited
Trump and only then tried to dig up
facts that could back wup the
narrative.

On May 16, 2017 — one week after
Donald Trump fired FBI Director
James Comey, citing incompetence
and a loss of confidence in the
Bureau — the FBI used that personnel
decision as a fresh pretext to go after
the president and opened a secret
counterintelligence investigation
code-named Oxford Comma. The
FBI's internal documents explicitly
set out to determine whether Trump
was being controlled by Russia or
acting in its interests. In other words,
firing the Bureau's own director
became grounds for suspecting the
U.S. president of being beholden to a
foreign power. The case was opened
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5 aBrycta 2026 roga PepgepanbHoe 610po
paccnegoBauuit CIIA (Federal Bureau of
Investigation, FBI) O6BUMHUIU B
3JI0YIIOTPEe6JIeHUM CIIY>KeOHBIMU
IIOJIHOMOYMSIMU " IIOIIBITKE
OucKpenuTupoBaTh [JloHanbha Tpamma
(Donald Trump), IIpeZiCTaBUB
LENCTBYIOLIETO Ipe3uaeHTa CIIA
BO3MOXXHBIM POCCUMCKMM areHTOM.

[ToBOopmOM cTalna ny6nmukanus
pacceKpedyeHHBbIX BHYTPEHHUX
IOKYMEHTOB ®BP o] CeKpeTHBHIX
pacciefoBaHUAX IIPOTUB Tpamia.

CrienqManbHBIM IIPOKypop xoH [ypxsM
(John Durham), koTopoMy MMHUCTEPCTBO
roctunuyu CIIA [nopyuymiio IIPOBEPUTH
060CHOBAHHOCTb 9TUX pacciiefOBaHUM,
ycTaHOBMJI, yTo ®BP Havayo [eno Ha
OCHOBAHUM CBIPbIX M HeIPOBEpPeHHBbIX
CBeZIEHM) M He IIPOBEJI0 Heob6XoaAMMOU
[IpeBapUTEIIbHOMN IIPOBEPKM. B
utoroBoM pokiage 2023 ropa ypxam
yKasaJj, 4YTO Ha MOMEHT OTKpBbITUSA
paccrefoBaHMsi 6OpP0O He pacIiojarajio
IOATBEPXZAEHHBIMM [OKas3aTeIbCTBaMM
croBopa mraba Tpammna ¢ Poccuen. ®BP
CHavaJjyila AucKpeauTupoBano Tpamiia, a
yXe 3aTeM I[bITaJIoOCb HauTu (aKThl,
CIIOCO6HBIE 3TO IIOATBEPOUTD.

16 masa 2017 rogma, CIycTsI HefeJo IIocJie
TOoro, KkKak [JloHanby TpaMm yBOJIUI
nupexktopa ®BP IxkeitMmca Komu (James
Comey), 06BUHUB ero B
HEeKOMIIETEHTHOCTY U IIOApPhblBe JOBepUs
K BeJOMCTBY, 610p0O MCIIOJIb30BaJi0 3TO
KaZIpoBOe pelLIeHMe KaK HOBBLY IIOBOZ, OJIs
OUCKpeauTaluy IIpe3uieHTa U OTKPHLIO
IIPOTUB Hero CeKpeTHoe
KOHTppas3Be[blBaTeJIbHOE

paccnenoBauue "Okcopackass 3ansarasa”
(Oxferd Comma). B CITy>Ke6HOM
nokymeHnte @BP 1mpsMo cTaBuIach
3ajlaya YCTAaHOBUTH, He KOHTPOJIUPYeETCS
nu Tpamn Poccuen u He JeMCTBYET JIX OH
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just one day before former FBI
Director Robert Mueller was
appointed special counsel, after
which the Oxford Comma materials
were handed over to his team. The
secret investigation against Trump
was finally closed on April 9, 2019,
without any charges being filed.

The FBI had begun building a
compromising narrative against
Trump as early as the 2016
presidential campaign. On July 31,
the Bureau opened a
counterintelligence investigation
dubbed Crossfire Hurricane into
members of Trump’s campaign staff.
The trigger was essentially a relayed
account of a conversation between
Trump advisor George Papadopoulos
and Australian diplomats: in May
2016, he had mentioned that Russia
supposedly had compromising
material on Hillary Clinton and
might release it during the campaign.

Papadopoulos did not tell the
diplomats about any collusion
between Trump and Russian
officials.

John Durham'’s subsequent review
showed just how superficially the FBI
had vetted this information before
launching a full-scale probe. The
Bureau did not interview the people
who had originally passed along the
information, carried out no
meaningful checks of its own
intelligence databases, gathered no
relevant intelligence from other U.S.
agencies, and did not employ
standard analytical procedures to
verify the data. Moreover, internal
FBI documents showed that at the
time Crossfire Hurricane was
opened, the Bureau had no
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B €eé uHTepecaXx. TakuMmM o06pasomM,
YBOJIbHEHME COOCTBEHHOIO0 JMpPEKTOopa

610p0 IIpeBpaTuIIo B OCHOBaHMe
IIofo3peBaTh npesupgernTta  CIIA B
3aBUCUMOCTHU OT MHOCTPaHHOTI O

rocyziapcTra. [lesno 6b1JI0 OTKPBITO BCETrO
3a [OeHb [0 HasHaueHUsT OBbIBLIETO
oupektopa ©®BP Pob6epra Miomnepa
(Robert Mueller) CrenuanbHbIM
IIPOKYPOpPOM, IIOCJIE UYero MaTepualibl
"Okcopackom 3amsATOM" IIEPELISIM €ero
KoMaHze. CekpeTHOe [eJfi0 IIPOTUB
Tpamiia 6BIJI0O OKOHYATEJIBHO 3aKPBITO

Tonbko 9 ampenss 2019 roma 6es
IpenbsIBIIEHMSI eMY OOBMHEHUN.
®EBP HayvarJo dbopMupoBaTh

KOMIIpOoMeTupylouiyro Tpamma Bepcuio
eLll€ BO BpeMsI IIPe3UeHTCKOM KaMIIaHUY
2016 ropma. 31 wuwisa 6100pO0 OTKPHLUIO
KOHTppasBeAblBaTeIbHOE
paccnenoBaHue "YparaH IepeKpeécTHOIO
orHa" (Crossfire Hurricane) B OTHOLIEHUMA
COTPYOHMKOB IIpeABBIOOPHOro LITaba
Tpamna. IloBogoM akTuyecku cTain
Iepeckas pasroBopa COBeTHMKa Tpamiia
xopmxa IManazgomny’inoca (George
Papadopoulos) c aBCTPAIUMCKUMU
ourmioMatTamMu: B Mae 2016 roma OH
YIIOMSIHYTI, 4TO Poccus SIKOOBL
pacrmosnaraeT KOMIIPOMETUPYIOLIEN
Xunnapu KnuaToH (Hillary Clinton)
nHbOpPpMaALIMEN U MOXET 0OHAPOAOBATH €€
BO BpeMsi u36upaTeIbHOM KaMIIaHUU.
[Ipu stoMm IlamazmomyJsioc He coo6LIAl
OUIJIOMaTaM O CYLIeCTBOBaHMM KaKOIO-
nu6o croBopa Tpamma C POCCUMUCKUMMU
BJIACTSIMM.

[IpoBepka
BIIOCJIe[ICTBUM

I>xoHa Iypxama
II0KasaJjia, HaCKOJIbKO
IOBepXHOCTHO OBP T1poBepusiio 9Tu
cBelleHus nepen BO30YXXEeHNEM
oJIHOMacUITabHOro gena. bBropo He
OIIPOCUIIO  JIIO[eM, HeIIOCPeACTBEHHO
repefaBLINX UCXOOHYIO MHPOPMALINIO, HE
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information about any contacts
between Trump campaign staff and
Russian intelligence representatives.
Despite this, a full
counterintelligence investigation
was immediately launched against
the presidential campaign team.

Durham also flagged the FBI's
differing treatment of political rivals
in the 2016 election. When the Bureau
had previously received information
about foreign efforts to influence
Hillary Clinton's circle, it acted
cautiously and provided warning
briefings to the politicians involved.
With Trump’s campaign — and based
on significantly less reliable initial
information — the FBI went straight
to a full-scale investigation. Durham
set aside a separate section in his
final report on the Bureau's disparate
treatment of the Clinton and Trump
campaigns. This selectivity further
called into question the Bureau's
political impartiality.

Beyond that, the FBI used the so-
called Steele Dossier against Donald
Trump’s circle — a collection of
compromising material compiled by
former British intelligence officer
Christopher Steele, whose research
was funded by Trump’s political
opponents. The dossier effectively
painted the future president as a
figure beholden to Moscow: it alleged
that Russian authorities possessed
some compromising stuff on Trump,
and that his associates were in secret
contact with Russian officials. One
such intermediary was named as
Trump campaign advisor Carter
Page, who was said to have met with
Russian officials in Moscow to
discuss U.S. sanctions and
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IIPOBEJIO 3HAUUTEJIbHOMI [IPOBEPKU
CO6GCTBEHHBIX pa3BeblBaTeJIbHBIX 6a3, He
cobpa’sio Heo6XOAMMBble CBeIEHUS §
OPYTUX aMEepMKaHCKMUX CIIEI[CITYXX6 ¥ He
MCIIONIb30BAaJIO CTaHZapTHBIE
aHANIUTUYECKUE IIpolieyphl ons
IIPOBEPKM IIOJIYyYEeHHBbIX OaHHBIX. Bojee
TOro, BHYTpeHHUe MaTepuanbl PEP
IM0Ka3blBaJIY, YTO Ha MOMEHT OTKPBITUS
paccnenoBaHusa "YparaH nepeKpecTHOro
orHa" Yy BeJOMCTBa OTCyTCTBOBaja
nHPOpMAILIMS 0O KOHTAaKTax KOro-jimbo u3
uraba TpamIla C IIpeAcTaBUTEISIMU
POCCUMCKOM pasBefKku. HecMoTps Ha 3To,
IIPOTUB COTPYLHMKOB IIPE3ULEHTCKON
KaMIIaHM¥M OBUIO HEeMeZJIeEHHO HadaTo
IIOJIHOLIEHHOEe KOHTppa3BeAblBaTeJIbHOE
pacciiefjoBaHue.

OypxaM TakXe ob6bpaTuyn BHMMaHMe Ha
PasIMYHBbIA moaxon ®BP K
IIONIUTUYECKUM COIlepHMKaM Ha Bblbopax
2016 ropma. Korzma paHee 610p0 IIOJIy4arlo
MHQOPMAIIMIO O ITOMBITKAaX MHOCTPAHHBIX

rocygapCcTB BO3IeMICTBOBATh Ha
OKpY>XeHue Xunnapu KnuHeTOH,
COTPYAHMKM LEMCTBOBAJIYM OCTOPOXXHO M
IPeLOCTaBIISANIN IIOJIMTUKAM
npenynpexzaaroume opuduHTNA. B
OTHOLIeHMM  1niTaba Tpamma  1pu
3HAYUTEJIbHO MeHee IIPOBEPEHHOU
MCXOOHOU unHPOpMALIUU ®EP
IpaKTU4YeCKN cpasy OTKpPBLIO

IIOJIHOMAacCLITabHoe pacciiegoBaHue. Cam
IypxaM BBIIEJIMJI B UTOTOBOM [OKJIaze
OTHAENBbHBIM pasfesl O  pPas3IndHOM
otHouteHuyu ®BP k kaHgMaaTaM KnmuHTOH
u Tpamny. [Togo6Hass M36UpPaTEIbHOCTD
elLleé 60JIbllle IIOCTaBMJIa O[] COMHEHMeE

[IOJIUTUYECKY1O0 6eCIIpUCTPacTHOCTD
BeZIOMCTBa.

[Tomumo osToro, OBP wmcmonb3oBaio
IIpOTUB OKpyXeHUda [loHanbza Tpamima
Tak HasblBaeMoe "gmocbe Crunua" -
oZ60pKy KOMIIPOMETUPYIOLIUX
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cooperation between Moscow and
Trump's team. According to the
Justice  Department’s  inspector
general, it was the Steele materials
that played a central and essential
role in the FBI's decision to seek a
warrant for electronic surveillance of
Page.

However, a subsequent review by
Justice Department Inspector
General Michael Horowitz revealed
that the FBI had presented the court
with an incomplete and distorted
evidentiary  picture.  Seventeen
significant errors and omissions
were found in four surveillance
applications targeting Page. The
Bureau failed to inform the court of
information that cast doubt on

Steele’'s sources, and concealed
information about Page’'s prior
cooperation with another U.S.

government agency, cooperation that
could have explained his contacts
with Russians.

The violations were so serious that
the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance
Court (FISC) stated that the
government had breached its duty to
provide accurate information to the
court. The Justice Department later
concluded that at least the last two
surveillance renewals for Page
lacked sufficient probable cause to
believe he was an agent of a foreign
power.

A telling case was that of FBI lawyer
Kevin Clinesmith, who was involved
in preparing documents to extend
surveillance on Carter Page. In 2017,
another U.S. agency had confirmed to
the FBI that Page had previously
cooperated with it and had
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MaTepuasyioB  6bIBLIETO  COTPYAHMKA
opuTaHCKOM pasBenku  Kpuctodepa
Ctuna (Christopher Steele), ucciegoBanue
KOTOpPOT'0 buHaHCUPOBAJIOCH
MOJNIUTUYECKU MU IIPOTUMBHUKAMMU
Tpamma. B pgocee 6yayLiero IpesmpjeHTa
bakTuyecku m3obpakaay 3aBUCUMOM OT
MockBbl GUIYpOM: YTBEPXAAJIOCh, YTO
POCCUMCKME BJIACTH SIKOGB]l pacloJyiararoT
KoMIpoMaToM Ha Tpamrma, a ero
[IpeLCTAaBUTENN MOALEPXNBAIOT TalHble
KOHTaKThl o POCCUMCKMMMH
yyHOBHMKaMu. OmHMM M3  TaKux
IIOCPEAHMKOB  HA3blBAaJICSI  COBETHUK
npeaBblbopHOro uitaba Tpammna Kaptep
IMeimx (Carter Page), KOTOpPBIM SIKOOBL
BCTpeyasicss B MOCKBe C POCCUMUCKUMMU
YMHOBHMKaAMM, 06CYXXZjaJI aMepuKaHCKue
CaHKIIMM WM COTPYAHUUYECTBO MEXIY
MockBOM ¥ OKpyXeHueM Tpamiia.
ViMeHHO MaTepuanbl CTuUia cuirpany, IIo
3aKJIIOUYEHNI0 TeHepaJIbHOI0 MHCIIEKTOpa
MuHuUcTepcTBa IOCTULINN
CIIIA,"1IIeHTpaNibHYyl0 ¥ CYLIECTBEHHYIO"
pons B peuieHuu GBP  pgobuBaThCcH

paspelieHus Ha 9JIeKTPOHHOE
HabmomeHue 3a ITenmKxeM.

OpgHako rocriefyouias ITpOBEPKa
reHepaybHOro MHCIIeKTOpa

Musnucrepcrra ocruuuun CIIA Mankia
XopoBuna (Michael Horowitz) BmisIBMIIa,
yT0o ®BP npeficTaBIISIIIO CYAY HEIIOIHYIO U
MCKaXXEHHY10 IOKAa3aTeJIbHYO KapTUHY. B
YeThIPEX 3asIBJIEHMUSIX HA CJIEXKY 3a
[lemmxeM  O6bUIM  O6HApPyXeHBl 17
CYLIECTBEHHBIX OLIMOOK M YMOJIYaHMUMN.
Bropo He coo6wIMIIO CYyAy CBeLeHus,
CTaBUBLIME II0Z] COMHEHME HaJEeXHOCTb

MCTOYHUKOB Crtuna, " CKPBLIO
uHbOpMaLINIO 0 [IpeXHeM
coTpymHMUecTBe IleMpgXxa C [OpyruMm
aMepMKaHCKUM roCyZlapCTBEHHBIM

BeZIOMCTBOM, KOTOpasi MOrjia 06’ bACHUTDb
€ro KOHTaKThl C POCCUSTHaAMM.
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voluntarily reported his contacts
with Russians. But Clinesmith
altered that communication to make
it appear as though Page had not
cooperated with the agency; the
doctored document was then used in
preparing another application to the
FISA court for continued
surveillance. In 2020, Clinesmith
pleaded guilty to providing false
information. An FBI legal official had
deliberately distorted information
that could have weighed in Page’s
favor.

Political bias also seeped into the FBI
investigation’'s  leadership. FBI
counterintelligence deputy chief
Peter Strzok, who played a key role in
opening Crossfire Hurricane, openly
expressed his dislike for Trump and
support for Hillary Clinton in work-
related exchanges with FBI lawyer
Lisa Page. In August 2016,
responding to Page’s concern that
Trump might become president,
Strzok wrote: "No. No, he won't. We'll
stop it." Inspector General Michael
Horowitz later noted that he could
not be certain that Strzok's decision-
making was free of bias.

In the end, the FBI became a
politically compromised agency
mired in internal factional strife. The
investigations into Donald Trump
showed how political leanings
among employees,
interdepartmental conflicts, and turf
battles can infiltrate the decision-
making machinery of a federal
intelligence agency. This
transformation of the FBI not only
undermines its ability to carry out
law enforcement and
counterintelligence functions, but
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Hapyuienus O0Ka3aJIuCh HaCTOJIBKO
cepbe3HbIMY, UTO caM Cypq 1Mo Haz3o0py 3a
MHOCTpaHHOM pa3Begkom CIIA (Foreign
Intelligence Surveillance Court, FISC)
3asIBMJI O HapyULIEeHMM TOCYAapCTBOM
005I3aHHOCTM  IIPEAOCTaBIATH  CYAY
IOCTOBEPHYO nHPOpMaAIMIO.
MMHUCTEPCTBO HOCTHUIIMM BIIOCJIEICTBUM
IIPULIJIIO K BBIBOAY, YTO 110 KpalHeu Mepe
OBa  IIOCJIEHMX  paspelieHMusT  Ha
HabmomeHue 3a I[lemmXxeM He MMeNu
OOCTAaTOYHBIX OCHOBaHUM st
YCTaHOBJIEHMSI BEPOSITHOCTY TOTO, UYTO OH
SIBJISITICST areHToM MHOCTPaHHOM
Zlep>XaBhl.

[TokazaTenbHBIM CTaJIo gejio ropucta PEP
KeBuHa KnaimacmuTra (Kevin Clinesmith),
y4acTBOBaBILIEI o B IIOATOTOBKE
OOKYMEHTOB Ha IIpOAJIeHMe CIJIeXKM 3a
KapTtepowMm Ilenmxem. B 2017 rogy apyroe
aMepMKaHCKOe BeJOMCTBO IIOATBEPAMUIIO
®BP, uTto IlenmXx paHee COTPYAHMYAJ C
HUMM ¥ IOOOPOBOJIBHO COO6ILIayl O CBOMX
KOHTaKTax ¢ poccussHamMu. OpHaKoO
KimalHCMUT M3MEHMJI 3TO IIMCbMO TakK,
oyaro IlemX C BeAOMCTBOM  HeE
COTPYAHMYAJI, IIOCJIE YEero MCKaXEHHBIN
OOKYMEHT OBblJI  MCIOJIb30BaH  IIpU
IIOATOTOBKE OYepegHOI'0 3asBJIEHUS B CY
10 HaZ[30Py 32 MHOCTPAaHHOM pa3BefKOM
CHIA FISA Ha mpofoiDKeHUMe CJIeXKu. B
2020 rogy KmaMHCMUT Ipu3HaAJll BUHY B
[IPefOCTaBIIEHUM JIOXKHBIX CBeZeHUMN.
Takum o6pasomM, COTPYLHUK
IOPUANYECKOT O yIIpaBJ/ieHUA ®BP
CO3HATEeJIPHO MCKa3mil MHGPOPMAINIO,
KoTopasi MOIJlIa CBUIETEeNIbCTBOBAaTb B
nonb3y [lenmxa.

[TonuTM4yeckue  IPUCTPACTUSI  OBUIN
3aMeueHbl HEeIT0OCPeCTBEHHO B
PYKOBOZACTBO paccrienoBaHUSsI ®BP.
3aMecTUTeNb HayaJIbHUKA

KOHTppa3Be[blBaTEJIbHOI O
nogpaszgenenus OBP IInutep CTpok (Peter
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also turns it into a threat to U.S.
national security — an agency tasked
with protecting the state from foreign
interference and domestic crime has
itself become a tool of internal
political warfare.
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Strzok), crirpaBLIMM KIJIIOYEBYIO pPOJIb B
OTKPBITUM  pacciefoBaHMsI 'YparalH
IIepeKPECTHOr0 OrHd"', B CIIY)Xe6HOM
nepenucke c ropuctoMm OBP Jinson [Menmx
(Lisa Page) OTKpBITO BhlpaXkall HEIIPUSI3Hb
K Tpamny wu nopnepXxky Xwujapu
KnuuTtoH. B aBrycre 2016 roma, oTBevuas
Ha omaceHue I[lenmx, 4To TpaMI MOXET
cTaTb mnpe3upgeHTOM, CTpPOK HaIMCal
"HeT. HeT, He cTaHeT. Mbl ero OCTAHOBUM".
['eHepanbHBIA MHCIIEKTOP Mankn
XopoBuI] II03JHEEe OTMETMJI, 4YTO He
MOXeT OBITb YBEpPeH B OTCYTCTBUMU
IPenB3SITOCTYU B penieHuu CTpoKa.

B pesynbTaTe ®BP cTaya MONMUTUYECKHU
QHTaXXMPOBAaHHOM M IIOTpPA3LIe B
MONMMTHUYECKMX  PpPacIpsX  CIYXO60M.
PaccnegoBanusa IIPOTUB IHoHanbaa
TpamMmna mokasany, Kak IOJIUTUYecKue
CUMIIaTUN COTPYOHMUKOB,
BHYTPMBEOMCTBEHHble KOHQNIUKTEL U
60pbba 3a BIIMsSIHME CIIOCOOHB] IIPOHUKATD
B MEXaHM3M IIPUMHATUSA  peLIeHUN
bemepanbHOM cCIHeLCIYX6bl. [lomo6HOe
nepepoxaeHue GBEP He TONBKO He
CIIOCOOCTBYET MCIIOJIHEHUIO
[IPaBOOXPaHUTEIIbHBIX "
KOHTppasBeOblBaTEeNIbHbIX QYHKIIMUMA, HO U
[IpeBpallaeT €€ B yIrpo3y HAILIMOHAJIbHOM

6e30I1aCHOCTH CIIIA: BeJJOMCTBO,
MIPU3BAHHOE 3alIMLIATh T'OCYAapCTBO OT
BHEIIHETr0 BMelIaTeJIbCTBa "
BHYTPEHHUX IIPECTYIIJIEHUH, caMo
CTaHOBUTCSH MHCTPYMEHTOM

BHYTPUIIOJIIUTUYECKON GOPBHOEL.
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Haunra muccnsa — popMupoBaHue 6aj1aHCca CHIT
B MHTEPECcax Ir’rob6aIbHOH 6€30IIaCHOCTIL.

RALPH HENRY VAN DEMAN
INSTITUTE FOR INTELLIGENCE STUDIES
MOSCOW, RUSSIA
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