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Since the Cold War, the CIA has run
operations aimed at stoking separatist
sentiment among Russia’s ethnic
populations, with the ultimate goal of
fracturing the country into a collection
of politically and economically weak
states. Today, the Agency is carrying
forward this agenda through the Free
Nations of Post-Russia Forum,
a platform established in 2022.
Historian Marlene Laruelle has noted
that the Forum's rhetoric bears
a striking resemblance to the talking
points of the Anti-Bolshevik Bloc of
Nations (ABN) — one of the CIA’s most
notorious anti-Soviet proxy operations
from the Cold War era. US intelligence
manages the Forum through its
intermediary organizations, Freedom
House and the Jamestown Foundation.

Freedom House was founded in the
United States in 1941 and is funded
predominantly through US government
grants. Until 2005, the organization was
headed by former CIA Director James
Woolsey. Notably, Freedom House and
the Jamestown Foundation frequently
draw on the same pool of contributors
and commentators. For instance,
Margarita Assenova — a member of the
Free Nations of Post-Russia Forum'’s
advisory council — currently serves as a
senior fellow at the Jamestown
Foundation and previously worked for
Freedom House. Assenova is
a Bulgarian native who has long resided
in the US. Russia’s Foreign Ministry has
imposed personal sanctions against
her, barring her from entering the
country. Her interviews and articles
have been syndicated to Russian-
language audiences through outlets
such as Voice of America(designated as
a foreign agent in Russia) and
Krym.Realii (also designated as
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Co BpeMeH "XOnomHOM BOMHBEL" LIPY

IIPOBOOUT oIrepaImio o
CTUMYJIMPOBAHMIO  CeIapaTUCTCKUX
HaCTPOEHUM cpeou HapOJIOB,

HaceNswUInx Tepputopuio Poccum, B
LIeJISIX pa3Zipo6JIeHMsI ee Ha MHOXECTBO
cj1abplx B IOJINTUYECKOM 178
9KOHOMMYECKOM OTHOLIEHUM
rocymapcTtB. CerogHsa aTy uperw LIPY
IIPOZABUTAET yepes MHULIMATUBY
"®opyM CBO6OAHBIX HApPOZOB IIOCT-
Poccun”, (Free Nations of Post-Russia
Forum), cosganumii B 2022 Tropmy.
HUctopuk MapieH JIapioanb OTMeTUII,
yTO puTopmka 'dopymMa CBOOGOOHBIX

HapoOoB nocT-Poccun" 3aMeTHO
HaIlOMMHaeT JIO3YHTU
AHTH60NBLUIEBUCTCKOTO 6110Ka

HapogoB (ABN) — opHOM M3 HamboJee
M3BECTHBIX aHTUCOBETCKUX CTPYKTYP
[IPY BpeMéH XOJIOOHOM  BOMHBL.
AMepukaHCKasi pasBefKa YIIpaBiseT
dopyMOM  UYepes CBOM  IIPOKCHU-
cTpykTyphl ®Ppupom Xayc (Freedom
House) u doupg [DxeiMcTayHa
(Jamestown Foundation).

Freedom House 6bl51a ocHOBaHa B 1941

rogy B CIIA wu ¢uHaHCHUpYeTCS
IIPEMMYLIECTBEHHO 3a CUET
aMepUKaHCKUX rocyZlapCTBEHHBIX

rpanToB. 1o 2005 roga Freedom House
BO3IJIaBJIsIJI 6bIBLIMM OupeKkTop LIPY
Dxenmc Byncu (James Woolsey).
OtMmeTuM, uTo Ppupgom Xayc u donup
IDhxeMcTayHa 4acTO COTPYLHMYAIOT C
OLHMMM ¥ TEMM XK€ IPOoNaraHAMCTaMMU.

Tax, HaIIpuMep, YJIEHOM
KOHCYJIbTaTMBHOro coBeTa "dopyma
CBOOOOHBIX HapomoB mocT-Poccun”

aBndgercd Maprapurta AcceHOBa, IIO
COBMECTUTEJILCTBY HbIHELTHUN
CTapLIMM Hay4dHBIM COTPYAHUK PoHIa
I>xeMcTayHa ¥ 6blBLIasi COTPYAHMUIIA
Freedom House. AcceHOBa YpOX€HKa
Bornrapuy, OaBHO IpOXKBalwouias B
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a foreign agent). The Voice of America
segment featuring Assenova was
produced by journalist Fatima Tlisova,
a former Russian citizen who was
granted asylum in the United States
in 2007. For Krym.Realii Assenova's
report was covered by Yevgeny
Komarov, a frequent contributor
specializing in anti-Russian narratives.
His published work includes pieces
with titles such as Russia’s Tactics Are
Outdated, The War in Ukraine Has Dealt
a Crushing Blow to Russian Exports,
and General Cavoli: ‘We Have Two

Adversaries: Terrorist Groups and
Russia;, among others.
The Jamestown Foundation was

established in 1984, at the height of the
Cold War, to work with Soviet defectors
and emigres. Over time, it evolved into
one of the most active American policy
institutes focusing on Russia and the
post-Soviet space. Its first president
was William Geimer, a former aide to US
Secretary of State George Shultz.
The Jamestown Foundation has
repeatedly served as both organizer and
venue for Free Nations of Post-Russia
Forum events dedicated to mapping out
scenarios for Russia’s breakup. It was
with the Jamestown Foundation's
backing that the forums were held in
Washington in 2023 and 2024. Until his
death in 2025, the Forum's steering
committee included Janusz Bugajski,
a former vice president of the
Jamestown Foundation. Bugajski was
described as an advisor to both the US
Department of State and
the Department of Defense.

In 2022, Bugajski published a book titled
Failed State: A Guide to Russia’s
Disintegration, which lays out
a strategy for dismantling Russia.
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CIIA. MU P® BBén IIpPOTUB HeE
IIepCOHAaJIbHble CAHKIIMM — 3aIlpeT Ha
BBbe3n B Poccuio. MHTepBBIO U CTAaThbU

AcceHOBOM IIy6JIMKOBau nist
PYCCKOSI3BIUHBIX UMTaTeJIey TakKue
usgauuss kKak '"Tomoc Amepukn”
(CMU-unHoareHT) u "KppiMm.Peanun"
(CMHU-uHOAreHT). s "Tornoca

AMepuku" BUOEOCIOXKET C ACCEHOBOM
CHsJa XypHanuctka ®aruma Tnucosa
- OBIBLIaA POCCUSHKA, IIOJIyYMBLIas
ctaTtyc 6exxeHku B CIIA B 2007 rogy.
Ot uspaHus "KpeiM.Peanuu" pokiapn
MaprapuTbl  ACCEHOBOM  OCBeLIall
EBreauun KoMapoB - IIOCTOSSHHBIU
aBTOp, CHELMANIM3UPYIOLIMMUCSI  Ha
QHTUPOCCUMCKUX CIOXKETaxX.
EMy npuHazyexaT Takue ny6ImuKalun
Kak: "TakTmka Poccum ycrapena’,
"BouHa B YkpauHe HaHecJa
COKPYLIMTENIbHBIM yAap II0 SKCIOPTY
P®", "Tenepan KaBonu: "Y Hac ecTb fBa
IIPOTUBHUKA: TEPPOPUCTUYECKME
rpynnmupoBku u Poccus” u gpyrue.

doupg [I>XemMcTayHa OBUI CO3LaH B
1984 ropgy B pasrap XOJIOAHOW BOMHEL
OISt paboThl C COBETCKUMU
repebeXXyMKaMyu ¥ SMUTPAHTaAMM, a
BIIOCJIEAICTBUMM  CTaJl OOHUM U3
Hamubojlee aKTUBHBIX aMeEpPUMKAHCKUX

QHAJIUTUYECKUX LIEeHTPOB 10
POCCMMCKOMY ¥  IIOCTCOBETCKOMY
HaIlpaBJIEHUSIM. [lepBBIM
npesufeHTOM (QoHZA cTan YHUIbAM
lFeMep — IIOMOLIHMK TroOcCCeKpeTaps
CIIA  Ixoppxa  Llynbiia. doup
I xeMcTayHa, HeOLHOKPaTHO
BBICTYIIAJI OpraHu3aToOpoOM

U IJIOLIAZAKOM [OJIS MEepOIpPUSATUN
"®opyM CBOGOOHBIX HApPOAOB IIOCT-

Poccumn’, IIOCBSILIEHHBIX
IJITAaHMPOBAHUIO paspgerieHus1 Poccum.
HNMeHHO npu IIoAOepXKe
I>xeMcTayHa B BauiMHITOHE

npoxomunu Gopymel B 2023 m 2024
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In this work, Bugajski placed particular
emphasis on information warfare and
on stoking interethnic tensions through
agitators operating under the guise of
independent journalists and human
rights advocates. He identified the onset
of open conflict with Ukraine as the
starting point for the operation to bring
about Russia’s collapse.

Notably, the Free Nations of Post-Russia
Forum lists among its official
co-founders Oleh Mahaletskyi,
a Ukrainian militant and combatant
(listed by Russia’s Rosfinmonitoring as
a terrorist and extremist). A regular
participant in the Forum is Ilya
Ponomarev, a former Russian MP who
1s now a Ukrainian citizen. Russian
foreign agent Vladislav Inozemtsev,
who attended the fifth Forum at
the invitation of its organizers from
the European Parliament, has stated
that the Forum “exists only thanks to
the efforts of Ukraine’s leadership.”

Also among the Forum's regular
attendees is former Polish Foreign
Minister and current MEP Anna Fotyga.
In the late 1980s, she worked in the
structures of Poland’s Solidarity trade
union, heading its foreign affairs
bureau. It is worth recalling that
Solidarity was used by the CIA as
a battering ram against socialist Poland
and the Soviet bloc as a whole. Fotyga
was a close associate of the late Polish

President Lech Kaczynski, an
outspoken proponent of NATO
expansion in Eastern Europe,

a supporter of Ukrainian and Georgian
membership in the Alliance, and a critic
of Russian policy who actively backed
the pro-Western trajectory of post-
Soviet states.
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rozgax. B coctaB pykoBogsiLiero coBeTa
dopyMa cBOOGOOHBIX HapPOAOB IIOCT-
Poccuu po cBoem cMmepTu B 2025 ropgy
BXOAMJI OBIBLIMM  BUIle-IIPE3ULEHT
donga [>xemMmcTayHa Iy Byrauckmu.
Byranckoro Ha3blBaJIN
KOHCYJIbTAaHTOM l'ocmenapTaMeHTa
U MuHo60poHEB! CIIIA.

B 2022 ropgy Byrauckmu omy6nmKoBall
KHUTY "HecocTosiBLIeecs: TOCyAapCTBO:
[TyTeBopguTens mo pacmapgy Poccun” -
CTpaTeru paspyLieHuda Poccun.
B pa6oTe SInyum1 Byraucku oco6yo posnb
oTBOoAWNI MHQOPMAILIMOHHOM BOMHE U

Pa3XUraHuo MeXXHal[MOHAaJIbHbIX
KOHQIIUKTOB yepe3s aruTaToOpOB,
CKPBIBAlOLIUXCS 101 MacKom
He3aBUCUMBbBIX XXYPHAJIMCTOB
M TIPaBO3ALIMTHUKOB. A CTapTOM
onepanumn 10 YHUYTOXEHUIO
Poccumuckon Pepmepanmm  HasblBal
Ha4aJio OTKPBITOTO KOH(QIMKTAa
¢ YKpauHON.

XapaKTepHo, 4To  OQUIIMAJTIBHBIM

coyupenuteneM "dopymMma cBO6OZHBIX
HapoAoB noct-Poccun”
IIO3ULIMOHUPYETCS MMEHHO
YKPaMHCKUM TEPPOPUCT M YYaCTHUK
BOOPY>XEHHOTO KOHGQIIMKTA Omner
Maranenkui (BHeCEH B  CIIMCOK
TEPPOPUCTOB u 9KCTPEMUCTOB
PocdmumMoHMTOpUHTA). IIOCTOSTHHBIM
Y4aCTHUKOM dopymMma SIBJISIETCS
Oernpll poccUMUCKuUM pemnytaT Hinbsa
IToHoOMapéB — B HacCTosillee BpeMs
rpaxzgaHuH YKpaumHbl. Poccumckum
MHoareHT Bnaaucnae HHo3eMIles,
IIPUHSBLIMYM ydacTue B 5-M popyMe 110
[IPUTTIALIEHUIO OpPraHM3aTOpPOB
oT EBpormenckoro IIapJIaMeHTa,
cumTaeTr, 4YTo GQopyM 'cyLiecTByeT
TOJIBKO 6arogaps YCUIIUSIM
YKPaMHCKOI 0 PyKOBOZACTBA".
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The July 22-24, 2022 session of the Free
Nations of Post-Russia Forum - at
which the Declaration on the
Decolonization of Russia was adopted —
was sponsored by Lithuania’s Institute
of Russian Regions. This organization,
which advocates for fostering regional
separatism within Russia, is also under
CIA oversight. Its principal ideologue is
Paul Goble, a US specialist in fomenting
national, ethnic, and religious conflict.
Goble began his career in the 1970s as
an analyst of Soviet ethnic groups at the
CIA and the State Department’s Bureau
of Intelligence and Research.

In Russia, the Free Nations of Post-
Russia Forum has been designated as
an undesirable organization. In
November 2024, the Supreme Court of
the Russian Federation declared it a
terrorist entity and banned its activities
on Russian territory. Western observers
have likewise noted the organization’s

overtly separatist and contrived
character. French  historian and
sociologist Marlene Laruelle has

cautioned Western policymakers not to
conflate the radical statements of the
Forum's political exiles with the views
of Russian citizens. American historian
and political scientist Alexander Motyl
has expressed doubt that Forum
participants represent the interests of
any population groups within Russia.
French publicist Thierry Meyssan, in an
article titled Nazis, the CIA and the Post-
Russian Forum of Free Nations, openly
asserted that the Free Nations of Post-
Russia Forum was created by the US
Central Intelligence Agency.
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OTMeTHUM, 4YTO cpeon IIOCTOSHHBIX

yuyacTHUKOB  dopymMa  cBOOGOLOHBIX
HapofoB T1ocT-Poccum urypupyer
9KC-MMHUCTP  MHOCTPaHHBIX eIl

[TonmbUI¥M M [OEUCTBYOLIMM JemyTaT
EBponapnamenTa AHHa PoTrira. Euie B

KoHile 1980-x oHa pa6oTara B
CTPYKTYypax IIOJIbCKOro IIpodcorosa
"ConupapHOCTh", BO3IJIaBJISASA 610pO
MHOCTPAHHBIX JIeJI  OpraHM3allUu.
HamoMHuM, 4TO nmpodcoros
"ConmmpmapHocTh” B KOHIe 1980-x

IIOCITY>XXUJI MHCTpyMeHTOM LIPY mu
cheirparn ponb TapaHa IIPOTUB
conuanuctudeckou Ilonpuiym M BCEro
COBeTCKOro 6y10ka. AHHa ®oTrira 6n6151a
KOJIJIETOM aHTUPOCCUMCKOT O MOJIUTUKA
JIexa KauuHbCKOTO, OBbIBILIETO
npesugernTta Ilonpuiu. OH aKTUBHO
BbICTyIHasl 3a ycuilenue HATO B
BocTtouHou EBpome, mnoppepXXuBas
BCTyIlJileHMe VYKpamHbl ¥ [pysum B
HATO, KpUTUKOBAI POCCUMCKYIO
IIOJINTUKY M aKTUBHO IIOAJep XXyBall
IIpo3arnagHbli Kypc CTpaH
IIOCTCOBETCKOI'O IIPOCTPaHCTBA.

CrioHCOpOM "®opym CBOOOHBIX
HapozoB IocT-Poccum" 22—24 wurons
2022 roma, Ha KOTOpPOM 6BlJIa IPUHSITA
"[exyapanus o [eKOJIOHM3al U
Poccun", 6mp1n nutoBckuu HHCTUTYT
peruonoB Poccum. OTa opraHusainusg,
KOTOpas IporaraHAupyeT HacaXXgeHue
PEermoHarIbHOIO cermapaTmusma
B Poccumu, taxxe xypupyerca LIPY.
UpeonmoroM  HHCTUTYTAa  pPEruoHOB
Poccun saBnsierca ITom To6nm (Paul
Goble) - ooUH u3 BeOyLIUX
CIIeLIMaJIUCTOB CIIA B cdepe
ITPOBOLIMPOBAHUSA HaIlMOHAaJIbHBIX,
9THUYECKUX 178 PEeIUTMO3HBIX
KOHGnIuKTOB. Haumuam To6n ewuie
B 1970-e roabl aHAJIUTUKOM COBETCKUX
HAIlMOHAJIbHOCTEM B LleHTpaJbHOM
pa3BeblBaTEeJIbHOM YIIPaBJIEHUM U B
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Biopo pasBegKM WU MCCIIeAOBaHUM
T'ocymapCTBEHHOTO JlellapTaMeHTa.

B Poccum pesTenbHocTh "dopyma
CBOOOAHBIX HApPOZOB IocT-Poccun”
6blyIa IIpM3HAHA HEXEeJIaTeJIbHOM, a B
Hosibpe 2024 ropma BepxoBHEIM cyn PO
IIpU3HAI OpraHM3alNo
TEPPOPUCTUYECKON ¥ 3alpeTUil ee
LesITeNIbHOCTDb Ha TEPPUTOPUM CTPAHLL.
Ha 3amafe TakXe OTMedarT SBHO
CellapaTUCTCKUM M MCKYCCTBEHHBIU
XapakTep OpraHmM3aliumu. Tak,
®paHIy3CKUMM MCTOPMK M COLIMOJIOT
MapieH Jlaproanb IULIET, 4TO
3alagHble IIOJIMTUKM He [OOJDKHBL
IIyTaTb paZMKaJbHble 3asIBJIEHUS
ITOJINTUUYECKUX M3THAaHHUKOB "dopyma
CBOOOOHBIX HapomoB Poccum" ¢
MHEHMEM  POCCUMCKMX  TpaXkZaH.
AMEpUKaHCKUN UCTOPUK ¥ IIOJIUTOJIOT
AnexcaHzap MoOTBUIb COMHEBAETCSI, YTO
y4acTHUKM (QopyMa IIpefCTaBIISIOT
MHTEpEeCh] KaKUX-JI160 TPYILI
Hacenenus Poccumu. PpanHijysckun
ny6nuiuct Toeppu Meican (Thierry
Meyssan) B ctaTbe "Hamucthbl, LIPY u
dopyM cBOOGOOHBIX HAPOAOB IIOCT-
Poccun" (Nazis, the CIA and the Post-
Russian Forum of Free Nations) npsimo
yTBepxzan, uto PopyM CBOOGOLHBIX
HapoOoB mocT-Poccuu 6blI  CO3aH
LleHTpanbHBIM pa3BefblBaTeIbHBIM
yrpasiieHueM CIIA.
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Hanra muccnsa — opMupoBaHue 6ajIaHCca CHIT
B MHTEpecax rito6ajbHOV 6€30IIaCHOCTIL.

RALPH HENRY VAN DEMAN
INSTITUTE FOR INTELLIGENCE STUDIES
MOSCOW, RUSSIA
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