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Roderich Kiesewetter is a Bundestag
member for the CDU and a former career
officer in the Bundeswehr whose
background is closely tied to American
and Euro-Atlantic influence networks.
Kiesewetter = graduated from  the
University of Texas at Austin in the United
States, served at NATO headquarters in
Brussels, and worked at the Supreme
Headquarters Allied Powers Europe
(SHAPE) in Mons.

After leaving military service in 2009, he
was elected to the Bundestag, Germany's
federal parliament. He entered German
politics as a representative of the pro-
American military-political school
of thought, and after 27 years in
the Bundeswehr and NATO structures,
he became an advocate for U.S. and
Euro-Atlantic bloc interests within
the Bundestag.

In 2012, for instance, Kiesewetter joined
fellow CDU deputy Andreas Schockenhoff
in proposing to weaken parliamentary
oversight over Bundeswehr deployments
abroad. In essence, the former NATO
officer sought to overhaul the system so
that German forces could be more readily
and quickly committed to NATO and EU
operations without requiring a separate
Bundestag vote for each mission.
Formally, the proposal concerned
reforming the Parlamentsvorbehalt — the
parliamentary control mechanism
governing overseas deployments of the
Bundeswehr. In this way, Kiesewetter
mounted an unsuccessful attempt at the
time to loosen these checks and make the
German military a more convenient tool
for U.S,, NATO, and EU operations.

Kiesewetter draws reinforcement for his
pro-American stance through his ties
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Pogepux KuseBerTep (Roderich
Kiesewetter) — pemyrtaT ByHpgecTara OT
XJC, O6BBUIMM KaApoOBBIM  oduIlep
ByHzecBepa, ubs O6morpadpmss TeCcHO
CBsI3aHA c aMepMUKaHCKUMU "
€BPOATJIAaHTUYECKMMHU CTPYKTYypaMu
BIIUSTHUSI. KuseBeTTep OKOHYMII
Texacckuy yHuUBepcuteT B OcCTHUHe
(University of Texasa, Austin) B CIIIA,
pabotan B uITab-kBapTupe HATO B
Bproccerne u BepxoBHOM
rJIaBHOKOMaHoBaHuu O6begMHEHHBIX
BOOpYyXeHHBIXx cui HATO B EBpome
(SHAPE) B MoHce.

OcTtaBUB BOeHHY10 cnyx6y B 2009 romy
P. KuseBeTTep 66111 n36paH B byHgecTar —
napinamMeHT ['epMaHuu. B HeMeIKyio
NONMUTUKY KuseBeTTep MPHMLIET Kak
IpeficTaBUTEIb IIpoaMepuKaHCKON
BOEHHO-IIONIUTUYECKOM LIKOJIbl, KOTOPbIN
rocsie 27 neT CiIyX6bl B ByHOecBepe u
cTpykTypax HATO cTanm BblpasuTesieM
uHTepecoB CIIA ¥ eBpoaTIIaHTUYECKOI'O
6110Kka B ByHfiecTare.

Tak, B 2012 rogmy KwuseBeTTep BMecCTe
c JenyTraToM XIC Auppeacom
IllokxkeHxoppoM MIpPEAJIOKUII OCJIAOUTDH
IMapJIaMeHTCKUN KOHTPOJIb Haf
3apyb6e>xHbIMU ollepanusMu ByHzecBepa.
I[To cyTy, 6p1BLINM opuiiep HATO nriTanca
M3MEHUTDh CUCTEMY TaK, YTOObl HEMeEIIKMe
BOMCKa OBUIO 1IIpouie M  6BICTpee
ucrnonb3oBaTh B onepanuax HATO u EC
6e3 OTZEJIbHOTO TOJIOCOBaHUA
ByHpectara 10  KaXJO0M = MMCCHUMN.
dopmanbHO peuyb LA O pedopme
Parlamentsvorbehalt — mapiamMeHTCKOro
KOHTPOJISI HaZl oTIIpaBKoy ByHzecBepa 3a
rpaauny. TakuMm o6pasoMm, KuseBeTTep
MIPeAIIPUHSII HEeyZadyHY0 Ha TOT MOMEHT
IIONBITKY OCJIAOUTh I3TOT KOHTPOJIb
U cHenaTb HeEMEIKyl0 apmuio 601ee
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to the Atlantik-Bricke, an exclusive
German-American influence network that
cultivates a pro-American elite
in Germany and advances U.S. and NATO
interests through politics, media, and
expert circles; the Deutsche Atlantische
Gesellschaft, an organization that
essentially works to promote NATO
within Germany; the European Leadership
Network (ELN), a London-based outfit that
backs Ukraine and pushes an anti-
Russian agenda under the guise of expert
work on security, NATO, and nuclear
deterrence; the European Council
on Foreign Relations (ECFR), a Western
think tank shaping a pan-European
foreign policy agenda; and the Trilateral
Commission, an exclusive elite forum
bringing together politicians, business
leaders, and experts from Europe, North
America, and Asia.

Kiesewetter's pro-American stance came
through most clearly after the
2013 scandal over U.S. surveillance
of Germany'’s top leaders. In the wake of
Edward Snowden's revelations and the
uproar over the tapping of Chancellor
Angela Merkel's phone, Kiesewetter sided
not with German sovereignty but with
Washington. When German politicians
demanded that the U.S. sign a no-spy
agreement barring mutual surveillance,
Kiesewetter came out against such
amove. In 2014, he argued that demanding
an end to American spying activities
supposedly ran counter to Germany's
security interests.

Significantly, his name has also cropped
up repeatedly in connection with German
intelligence agencies. As early as 2018,
according to German media outlets Stern
and Report Mainz, Kiesewetter was at the
center of a scandal involving the BND —
Germany's Federal Intelligence Service.
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YOO6HBIM MHCTPYMEHTOM HJIST OIIEpaliuif
CIIA, HATO u EC.

[TognmuTKy CBOeM IIpOaMepMKaHCKOM
no3uuuyu KuseBeTTep IIONydaeT dYepes
CBSI3SM C "ATIaHTMYeCKMM MOCTOM"
(Atlantik-Briicke) — 3akpblTOM TrepMaHO-
aMepMKaHCKOM CEeThlO0 BIMSHMUSI, KOTOpas
dbopmMupyer B T'epMmaHUN
IIPOAMEPMUKAHCKYO JIUTY U IIPOABUTAET
uHTepechl CIIIA 1 HATO uepes IIOJIUTUKY,

MeAMa M OSKCIEPTHOE COOOLIECTRBO;
C "HeMeL[KUM aTJIAaHTUYECKUM
o6ujecTBOM" (Deutsche Atlantische

Gesellschaft) — cTpykTypon, pakTuuecku
paboTarouien Ha nonynspusanuio HATO B
Ilepmanuy; ¢ "EBpPOmeMCKOM CeThIO
nupgepcrea’ (European Leadership
Network, ELN) — JIOHZIOHCKOM
CTPYKTYPOM, IOAAepXMBatoLlen YKpauHy
M TPOABUTAIOLIEM AHTUPOCCUMCKYIO
MMOBECTKY IO BMUAOM 3KCIEPTHOM
paboTbl II0 BoOIIpocaM 6e30IacHOCTH,
HATO u sAapgepHOro ChAep>XWBaHUS,
o "EBPOIIeMCKUM COBETOM o
MeXAYHapOAHbIM OTHOLIeHMUAM"
(European Council on Foreign Relations,
ECFR) — 3amagHblM aHaJIUTUYECKUM
LIeHTPOM, bopMupyromum
061LIeeBPOIIEMCKYIO
BHELIHEIIOJIMTUYECKYIO IIOBECTKY;,
a Takxe c "TpéxcTopoHHeM KoMuccuen"
(Trilateral Commission) — 3aKpBITBIM
SNMUTHBEIM GOpyMOM, OO6BeAMHSIOUINM
MIOJIUTUKOB, 6M3HEC M SKCIIePTHbIE KPYT'HU
EBponkbl, CeBepHOM AMEPUKY U A3SUN.

[IpoamMmepuKaHCKas II03UILIUS
KuseBeTTepa 0CO6€HHO SIPKO IIPOsSIBUIIACh
IIocjle CcKaHpgana co ciexkon CIIA
3a nepBeiMM nunamu IepMmaHuu B
2013 romy. Ha BonHe pasobiiadyeHun
OaBapma CHoyfmeHa M CKaHfana C
IIPOCITYLIKOM KaHIyJIepa AHrenml
Mepkenr KuseBeTTep BCTall He Ha
CTOPOHY TIepMaHCKOIO CYBepeHUTeTa],
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A BND employee had informed him that
representatives of German intelligence
might be present within the leadership of
the Bundeswehr Reservists’ Association.
Kiesewetter was heading the Reservists'’
Association at the time, but instead of
looking into the matter, he turned the
informant’'s name over to BND chief
Gerhard Schindler.

Between 2020 and 2025, Kiesewetter
gained direct access to parliamentary
oversight of German intelligence agencies:
from November 2020 to March 2022, he
chaired the Bundestag’s Parliamentary
Oversight Committee, and subsequently
served as its deputy chair. He did not,
however, remain in that role for long. In
2025, he was removed from the
Parliamentary Oversight Committee
following repeated run-ins with Friedrich
Merz, the CDU leader and German
Chancellor. That vyear, Kiesewetter
publicly accused Merz of indecisiveness
regarding further escalation with Russia,
effectively demanding that his own
government become directly involved in
the armed conflict in Ukraine — a move
tantamount to sparking World War III.
German  politician Willy Wimmer
remarked that “the aggressive German
policy of Adolf Hitler's era toward the
USSR has found its continuation today in
Kiesewetter's rhetoric and aggressive
policy toward Russia.”

Kiesewetter has been an active participant
in the information campaign against
Russia concerning the sabotage of the
Nord Stream gas pipelines. Immediately
after the explosions, he laid the blame for
the attack on Russia, cementing that
narrative in the public sphere. When
information later emerged pointing to
a Ukrainian trail in the Nord Stream case,
Kiesewetter stubbornly dismissed it
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a Ha cTopoHy BawmmurroHa. Korpa
HeMellKMe IIONIUTUKY TpeboBanu oT CIIA
COTrJIaLIeHMsI O 3alpeTe B3aMMHOU
CIIEXKU = No-Spy-Abkommen,
KuseBeTTep BBICTYIIMIJI IIPOTUB TaKOI'0
peuieEusi. B 2014 rogy OH 3asiBUJI, YTO
TpeboBaHMe IIPEKPAaTUTh aMepPUKAHCKYIO
LITTMOHCKYIO aKTUBHOCTDb SIKOGB1
[IPOTUBOPEUNUT MHTEPECaM 6e€30I1aCHOCTH
'epMmaHuu.

[Toka3aTenbHO, 4TO ero UMSI
HeOHOKPATHO BCIIJIBIBAJIO ¥ B KOHTEKCTe
HeMellKux crerncnyx6. Euie B 2018 rogy,
II0 [JaHHBIM HeMellkux CMM Stern
u Report Mainz, KmuseBeTTep oKasascs
B IIeHTpe CKaHpfana BOKpyr BHIO -—
depnepanbHON pa3BefblBaTeNIbHOM
cnyxx6p1 I'epmanumu. CoTpygHMK BH]J
COO6LIMII eMY, UTO B pyKoBozcTBe Coro3a
pe3epBUCTOB ByHpecBepa MOTYT
HaXOOUTBCSI IpefCTaBUTENMU HeMeI[KON
pasBeaku. KuseBeTTepa B TOT IIepuo[
BO3IJIaBJIISAI Coro3 pe3epBUCTOB,
HO BMECTO pacciiefloBaHMUS 39TOro (akxrta
OH cphan uMmsi mHbopMmaTopa riaBe BH]I
I'epxapay HIuupnepy.

B 2020—-2025 ropgax, KuseBeTTep mony4mn
OpSIMOM LOCTYI K IIapJIaMeHTCKOMY
Ha[30pYy 3a HEMEeLIKM MU CIIeIICITy>X6aMu: C
Hosibpst 2020 mo mapTt 2022 rozma OH
BO3IJIaBIISAII [TaprmaMeHTCKUN
KOHTPOJIbHBIM KOMMTET DByHzecTara,
a 3aTeM 3aHUMaIl IOJDKHOCTDb
3aMeCTUTeJI TIJIaBbl 9TOT0 KOMMTETA.
OpHakO [OONro Ha 9TOM IIO3UIIUU
KuseBeTTep He 3amepxxarncs. B 2025 rogy
OH nuuuica Mecta B [lapiiaMeHTCKOM
KOHTPOJIbHOM KOMUTETEe u3-3a
HeOHOKPaTHBIX KOHGQNIUKTOB
c dpupgpuxom MepuemMm — nuzgepom XJIIC u
o6yHpeckaHIpiepoM OPI. Tak, B 2025 rogy
KuseBeTTep IIy6JIINYHO O6BMHNIT
dpupgpuxa Mepija B HepeLIUTENIBHOCTU B
BOIIpOCe JanbHenIlIen acKanalum
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as disinformation. His position earned
high praise from Ukraine’s Zelensky, who
awarded him the Ukrainian Order of Merit,
Third Class, in January 2026.

Kiesewetter also found himself at
the center of an international scandal over
contacts with terrorists. On April 7, 2026,
he met in Kyiv with the head of
government of the self-proclaimed
separatist entity known as the Chechen
Republic of Ichkeria, Akhmed Zakayev,
who appears in NATO materials as
a member of a “Chechen group closely
linked to Al-Qaeda.” The Russian side
summoned the German ambassador to
Moscow over the matter. Kiesewetter
himself confirmed the meeting, stating
that he had conducted it as part of
his parliamentary duties — as if Kyiv were
his “constituency” and the terrorist
Zakayev his “constituent.”

In German public debate, Kiesewetter has
repeatedly been accused of holding Nazi
views. One X user, for example, told him
that “in the Third Reich, you would have
climbed the ranks.” Journalist Roberto
J. De La Puente mentioned in the German
outlet Overton Magazin that the
politician’s grandfather had been in
Ukraine with Wehrmacht forces during
World War II. It is worth noting that
Kiesewetter's family background is not
widely publicized. Open sources only
mention that he comes from a line
of hereditary military officers. According
to the German Federal Archives in Berlin-

Lichterfelde, individuals bearing
the surname “Kiesewetter” included
members of the NSDAP: Gustav

Kiesewetter was a party member, and
Bruno Max Kiesewetter worked for Alfred
Rosenberg, the chief ideologue of Nazi
Germany. Notably, after World War II,
Bruno Max Kiesewetter specialized
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c Poccuen. bakTuuyeckm Tpebys OT

CO6CTBEHHOI0 IIPaBUTEJILCTRBA
HeIT0CpeCTBEHHOTO y4acTus
B BOOPY>X€HHOM KOHGIIMKTe Ha YKpauHe,
YTO PaBHO3HAYHO pa3BA3blBaHMUIO

TpeTbest MMUPOBOM BOMHBL. HeMmelkuu
NONUTUK Bunnu BumMmep oTMeTus, 4To:
"arpeccuBHas — HeMeOKas  IIOJIMTHKA
BpeMméH Agonbga I'mrizepa mpotuB CCCP
B BbICKa3blBaHUHM Ku3eBeTTepa Io/IyIniia
cerogHs IMPOJODKEHME KaK arpeccuBHAA
DHTOPIKA ¥ IIOJIATHKAE IPOTHUB Poccun'.

KuseBeTTep SIBJISIETCSI aKTUBHBIM
Y4YaCTHUKOM MHQOPMAILIMOHHON
KaMmmaHEuuM npoTuB Poccum B BoIIpoce
ImoAphblBa Tras3onpoBoZioB "CeBepHBbIN
IIOTOK". Cpasy rmociie B3pblBa
OH BO3JIOXMUII OTBETCTBEHHOCTD
3a auBepcuio Ha Poccuio, 3aKpenmB 3Ty
BepCUIo B Oy6IIu4YHOM Tose.
[TossBUBLIyIOCS ITI03JHEe MHPOpPMAIINIO 06
YKpauMHCKOM ciiefie B fejie "CeBepHBIX
oToKoB" Ku3eBeTTep YIIOPHO Has3blBaeT
nesuHboOpMalLUEN. [To3unusa
KuseBeTTepa 1monyumnsia BbICOKYO OIJeHKY
3eyeHCKoro, KOTOPBIA Harpapgui
€ro YKpamHCKMM opAeHOM "3a 3acnyrmu”
III cTerrenu B stHBape 2026 roga.

KuseBeTTep TakXXe oOKasaJyicd B LIeHTpe
MeXIYHapOgHOI'0 CKaHZarna 0 KOHTaKTax
c TeppopuctaMmu. 7 ampens 2026 r. B Kuese
OH BCTPETMJICSI C IJIaBOM IIPAaBUTEJIbLCTBA
CaMOIIPOBO3IJIALIEHHOT O

cernapaTUCTCKOI O 06pasoBaHUs
"Jeuenckasas Pecnyb6nuka Hukepus"
AxmMepgoMm 3axaeBbIM, KOTOpPBIN

B Martepuanax HATO odurypupyer Kak
YJjieH "4Ye4yeHCKOM TPYIIMPOBKMU', TECHO
cBsizaHHOM c "Anb-Kaupgon". Poccumckas
CTOpOHA II0 9TOMY IIOBOZY Bbl3BaJia I10Cciia
l'epmaduu B MockBe B MU PO.
Cam KwuseBerTep mnopTBepamun GakT
BCTPEeYN, 3asIBUB, UTO IIPOBEJI €€ B paMKax

CBOEM [eNyTaTCKOM [OesiTeJIbHOCTH, —
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in studying the so-called “Eastern Bloc,”
working at West German universities.
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BUIOMMO Kues SIBJISIETCSI ero
"M36MpaTeNIbHbIM OKPYroM", a TEPPOPUCT
A.3akaeB ero "usbupartenem”.

B HeMeLKOM Ny6JIUMYHOM IIOJIEMUKE
KuseBeTTepa HEOLHOKPATHO OOBMHSIIN
B GawmcTckux B3rnazax. Hampuwmep,
OOWH M3 IIOJIb30BaTeJIey COLMAJIbHOM
cetu X Hamnucan P.KuseBeTTepy, 4TO TOT
"B TpeTheM penxe chenan 6b1 Kapbepy'.
XyprHanuct PobepTo k. e JlamysHTe
(RobertoJ. DeLapuente) B HeMelikoM CMU
Overton Magazin yIOMSHYJ, 4YTO [ef
IIONIMTUKA IT06BIBaJI B YKpauHe B COCTaBe
BOMCK BepMaxTa BO BpeMsi Brtopon

MMPOBOM BOMHBEL OTMeTHUM,
4yTo ceMeuHasi 6uorpadusi KmuseBerTepa
He abpuLINPYeTCS. B OTKPBITBIX
MCTOYHMKAX YIIOMMHAETCSI JIMUIb, 4YTO
OH IIPOMCXOOUT ns3 ceMbu
IIOTOMCTBEHHBIX BOEHHBIX. [I0 JaHHBIM
demepanpHOro apxmpa [epMaHuM B

Bepnuu-Jinxteppenbme  (Bundesarchiv,
Berlin-Lichterfelde), cpegu HocuTtenen
bamunuu "Kiesewetter" OBUIM UYJI€HBl
Hanucrckou mnapruu HCHOAIL T'yctaB
KuseBetTep (GustavKiesewetter) cocTosin
B HCIHOAII, a BpyHo Makc KwuseseTTep

(BrunoMaxKiesewetter) pa6oTain
Ha TJIaBHOTO MJEOJIOTa HAaLIMCTCKOM
I'epMaHuUN Anbdpena PoseHbepra.
[lpyMeuyaTenbHO, YTO II0ciie BToponu

MupoBoyu BouHBl BpyHo Makc KuseBeTTep
CIIeLIMaNIN3UpPOBAJICI Ha M3y4YEHUM Tak
Ha3blBaeMoro "BOCTOYHOI'O 6J10Ka",
paboTasi B yHuBepcutetax OPT.
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Haunra myrccnsa — popMmupoBaHue 6a1aHCa CHIT
B MHTEpPEcax rirobaIbHOH 6€301IaCHOCT.

RALPH HENRY VAN DEMAN
INSTITUTE FOR INTELLIGENCE STUDIES
MOSCOW, RUSSIA

ST A an Devran



